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Context of National Disaste aining in the U.S

The institutional and policy framework for emergency
management training at the U.S. government level begins with
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), which was
formed in 2002 in the wake of the 9/11 attacks to address the
need for an integrated agency to deal with all threats to U.S.
security.

DHS includes the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), whose mission is to “reduce the loss of life and
property and protect our institutions from all hazards by
leading and supporting the nation in a comprehensive,
risk-based emergency management program of mitigation,
preparedness, response, and recovery. ” FEMA’s National
Preparedness Goal and National Preparedness System guide its
efforts to develop core capabilities across the “whole
community” in five key mission areas: Prevention, Protection,
Mitigation, Response, and Recovery. Each of these areas is
supported by a Planning Framework, which describes how the
whole community can work together towards the Goal, while
the National Incident Management System (NIMS) provides
stakeholders across the whole community with the shared
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vocabulary, systems, and processes to successfully deliver the
core capabilities.

With respect to training, the National Training and
Education System (NTES) constitutes an integrated and
systematic approach for building training and education
capacity across the whole community and all five mission
areas. At the local level this effort is carried out by the
National Training and Education Division (NTED) through its
training partners, preparing state and local first responders to
prevent, protect, respond to, and recover from manmade and
natural catastrophic events. NTED training includes courses at
the Awareness, Performance, and Management & Planning
levels to accommodate different job functions of the first
responder community. NTED training partners, which include
the members of the National Domestic Preparedness
Consortium (NDPC), deliver training no cost to the individual
or the individual's jurisdiction or agency.

The National Disaster Preparedness Training Center
(NDPTC) at the University of Hawaii is part of the NDPC,
with responsibility for training in the area of natural disasters.

Disaster Manageme : 12

BNPB Education and Training Center which is often
referred as Indonesia Disaster Relief Training Ground
(Ina-DRTG), was established in 2008 with the purpose of
strengthening the human resources of BNPB and vision to
become a center of excellence in DM training and education.
Its task and responsibilities include conducting training needs
assessment, developing disaster management curriculum and
modules, organizing various DM training courses, monitoring
and evaluating the results of training, and also supporting
provincial training centers in delivering DM training. Types of
training provided in this facility can be categorized into:
decision maker level training, managerial level training,
field/technical level training, training courses for private
sector, and training courses for community.

The facility certainly faces several potential and existing
challenges related to disaster management training, yet it has
also prepared some measures to address them well. The
measures, among others, are capacity improvement of the
training center to cater the large number of people requiring its
service and establishment of e-learning system that will
provide online courses open to all. It also works with
provincial training centers to train DM agencies in district/city
level and other relevant local government offices whilst
collaborates with national and international partners in
providing training as well as tapping into their expertise and
resource persons. In a more general level, BNPB introduces a
‘movement’ approach through which it engages stakeholders’
voluntary actions in capacity building for DRM.

Disaster Manage

Myanmar is one of the disaster-prone countries in South
East Asia due to its geological and geographical settings. The
common natural disasters are flood, cyclone, landslide and
earthquake. Therefore, systematic and effective disaster
management system is very important to face and overcome
those disaster.

Myanmar has four levels of disaster management
committee; National Level Disaster Management Committee,
State or Regional Level Disaster Management Committee, City
Level Disaster Management Committee and Township Level
Disaster Management Committee. The Vice-President of the
Union of Myanmar is the chairman of National Level Disaster
Management Committee. This committee allocate some
amount of budget and support for processes in emergency
response and rehabilitation and reconstruction. Generally, each
level of committee includes twelve subcommittees: Natural
Disaster Management Working Committee, Security
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The ‘movements’ are mainly initiated by the Deputy for
Prevention and Preparedness’ office. To complement the
efforts conducted by BNPB Education and Training
Center/Ina-DRTG in building the capacity of the people for
DRM, the office also introduces the National Preparedness
Day. The NPD is basically inspired by Japan’s Prevention Day
of 1 September, South Korea’s Disaster preparedness and
Emergency Day of May and the US Preparedness Month of
September. The purpose of NPD is to build community’s
awareness and alertness to disaster by way of engaging the
participation of all stakeholders, whilst the objective is to build
capacity and capability of all relevant stakeholders in disaster
preparedness. To achieve NPD’s target in which ‘all people
living in Indonesia are safe from disaster’, its strategies consist
of socialization, public campaign, approach to print and
electronic media, and engagement of religious and community
leaders, and CSO leaders. NPD constitutes a ‘movement’
approach through which it engages stakeholders’ voluntary
actions in capacity building for DRR and preparedness as well
as public campaign and awareness raising. This movement,
along with the DRR movement to conserve river, mountain and
coastal areas, becomes a learning movement for all.

At the end of the day, the combination of proper training
and routine exercise or simulation can significantly contribute
to a more effective and efficient prevention measures. This
finally leads us to recall a famous axiom of Benjamin
Franklin,” An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”.

Tun Naing
Professor and Head, Dept. Of Engineering Geology,
‘Yangon Technological University,

Ministry of Education
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Committee, Finance and Fund Committee, International
Relation Committee, Health Management Committee,
Resettlement and Reconstruction Committee, Rehabilitation of
Vocational Committee, News and Information Committee,
Transportation and Telecommunication Committee, Finding
and Rescue Committee, Security of Transportation Committee,
Initial Collection and Confirmation of Damages Committee.

The major government organizations which are working in
each committee are Department of Disaster Management
(DDM), General Administrative Department (GAD), Police
Forces, Myanmar Red-cross Society and military. Myanmar
has the Disaster Management Training Center which is located
in Hinthada city and managed by Ministry of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement.

At this training center, basic level training program for
disaster management and training program for trainers are
regularly offered especially for government officials.

National Disaster Management Authority of Indonesia



